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SUBJECT: INDIAN REACTION TO BHUTTO'S VISIT TO DACCA 

SUMMARY: PUBLICLY INDIA PRESENTS THE FAILURE OF THE DACCA TALKS 
BETWEEN BHUTTO AND SHEIKH MUJIB AS AN OPPORTUNITY MISSED, FOR 
WHICH IT BLAMES BHUTTO. PRIVATELY, THE GOI EXPECTED AT LEAST 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS FROM THE VISIT. IT IS PROBABLY 
SOMEWHAT RELIEVED BY THE HARD LINE BANGADESH TOOK WITH PAKISTAN. 
BUT IT MAY ALSO BE MILDLY CONCERNED THAT PAKISTAN ISN'T GOING 
TO HELP RESOLVE SOME OF BANGLADESH’S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND THAT 
INTERNAL PROBLEMS MAY BE REDUCING PAKISTANI NOGOTIATING FLEXIBI- 
LITY. END SUMMARY 

1. THE GOI HAS PLAYED BHUTTO'S VISIT TO DACCA IN LOW KEY. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY APPARENTLY REFAINED FROM MUCH COMMENT. 

AN ALL INDIA RADIO COMMENTARY NOTED THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF PEOPLE 
OF ALL THREE COUNTRIES. WHO "HAVE BEEN HOPING FOR A SPEEDLY 
RESTORATION OF NORMALCY IN THE SUBCONTINENT." IT WENT ON TO 
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BLAME BHUTTO AND TO REPORT THE BANGLADESH POSITION. 
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2. THE HEAD OF THE PAKISTAN DIVISION OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

HAD TOLD US BEFORE TH VISIT THAT WHILE HE EXPECTED NO AGREEMENTS 
ON BIHARI REPATRIATION OR DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABLITIES, 

HE THOUGHT THAT BANGLADESH AND PAKISTAN WOULD PROBABLY AGREE 
TO ESTABLISH DIPOLMATIC RELATIONS. HE WAS ONE OF THOSE 
CITICAL OF BENGALEE ’'SOFTNESS" IN NEGOTIATING WITH PAKISTAN DURING 
THE TRIPARTITE TALKS IN APRIL, AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN FAVORABLY 
IMPRESSED BY THE BENGALEE TOUGHNESS THIS TIME. 

3. THE GOI HAS ALWAYS MAINTAINED THAT PAKISTAN-BANGLADESH 
REALATIONS ARE THE CONCERN OF THOSE TWO COUNTRIES, AND THAT 
INDIA DOESN'T CARE IF THOSE RELATIONS DEVELOP MORE RAPIDLY 
THAN PAKISTAN-INDIA RELATIONS. THE INDIAN EXPRESS REPEATS 
THIS VIEW JULY 2. AT THE SAME TIME, INDIAN OFFICIALS MUST 

HAVE WORRIED ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF DRAMATIC PROGRESS IN PAKISTAN- 
BANGLADESH RELATIONS WHILE INDIA-PAKISTAN RELATIONS REMAINED 
COMPLETELY STALLED FOLLOWING THE INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSION. 
ELEMENTS IN INDIA SEE BHUTTO AS TRYING TO "DRIVE A WEDGE" 

BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH. THEY ALSO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE 
PRO-PAKISTAN ( AND ANTI-INDIAN) SYMPATHIES OF ELEMENTS WITHIN 
BANGLADESH. SUCH INDIANS UNDOUBTEDLY HEAVED A SIGH OF RELIEF 
AS BHUTTO LEFT DACCA EMPTY-HANDED. 

4. CONVERSELY, INDIAN OFFICIALS IN THE PAST HAVE SUGGESTED 
THAT RESUMPTION OF BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN TRADE MIGHT RELIEVE 
THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN BANGLADESH AND THEREFORE EASE SOME 

OF THE ANTI-INDIAN FEELING THERE. THOSE OFFICIALS WILL BE CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE FAILURE OF BHUTTO AND SHEIKH MUJIB TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT 
TRADE. A BANGLADESH HIGH COMMISSION OFFICER CONFIRMED THIS VIEW 
TO US JULY 2, ADDING THAT THE FAILURE OF THE VISIT MIGHT INDIRECTLY 
INCREASE ANTI-INDIAN FEELING IN BANGLADESH. 

5. FOREIGN MINISTRY DEPUTY SECRETARY (PAKISTAN) TOLD EMBOFF 
JULY 2 HE THOUGHT PAKITANI UNWILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE IN 
DACCA WAS RELATED TO BHUTTO'S DIFFICULTIES AT HOME. ACCORDING 
TO THIS OFFICIAL, IF THESE DIFFICULTIES HAD REDUCED BHUTTO'S 

ROOM TO MANEUVER IN DACCA, THEY MIGHT SIMILARLY MAKE IT DIFFICULT 
FOR HIM TO NEGOTIATE WITH INDIA, EVEN ON TECHNICAL ISSUES 
SUCH AS RESUMPTION OF TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS. 
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6. THE HEAD OF THE BANGLADESH DIVISIO OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
PROFESSED TO THE POLITICAL COUNSLEOR JULY 3 THAT HE HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT SHEIKH MUJIB WOULD DO NOW ABOUT PAKISTAN OR WHAT THE SHEIKH'S 
FALL BACK POSITION WAS. SHRUGGING HIS SHOULDERS, HE SAID HE 
DIDN'T SEE WHY THE SHEIKH SHOULD BE IN ANY HURRY TO REACH 
AGREEMENT WITH BHUTTO. 
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7. PRESS REACTION: THE INDIAN PRESS RANGES FROM MILDLY 
TO STRONGLY CIRTICAL OF BHUTTO. THE INDIAN EXPRESS, HINDUSTAN 
TIMES AND NATIONAL HERALD SOUND NOTES OF MILD REGRET. 

THE MILITANT NATIONALIST MOTHERLAND CITES BENGALEE FIRMNESS 
AS AN EXAMPLE FOR INDIA IN ITS RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN. (THE 
MOTHERLAND HAD EARLIER REPORTED THAT BHUTTO GOT A LARGER TURNOUT 
AND MORE CHEERS THAN HAD INDIAN PRESIDENT GIRI ON HIS RECENT 
VISIT TO DACCA.). 

SCHNEIDER 
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